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RESEARCH STUDENTSHIP 

All studentships are highly competitive, and you should ensure (and demonstrate) that there is a good match between your own qualifications and interests and those being sought for the particular studentship.

	Research School where studentship will be held
	School of Humanities and Social Sciences

	Studentship reference
	ESRC_POL27

	Web link to any further information (e.g. Research Institute/School/Faculty)
	Politics and International Relations - Keele University
Faculty of Business, Law, Humanities and Social Sciences - Keele University

	Research topic or field - title
	Politics

	Research topic or field full description
  (or attached document). 
	Politics and International Relations at Keele is an excellent base for pursuing doctoral research, with a long record of successful PhD students who have gone on to careers in research in academia and in other fields. We welcome postgraduate research students from around the world, as well as the UK, and provide supervision, support and facilities to enable them to achieve their full potential in a stimulating and lively environment.

	Expected start date
	September 2027

	Mode of attendance
	Full-time, Part-time (0.5/0.8FTE)

	Funding support available
– Fees, stipend, duration
	The studentship covers Home tuition fees for either a PhD-only programme (+3.5 yrs) or a Master's plus PhD programme (1+3.5 yrs). Tuition fees are paid at the UKRI Home fee rate (£5,238 per annum for 2026/27; the 2027/28 rate is subject to confirmation by UKRI). As part of the assessment process, the NWSSDTP may recommend that a studentship is funded for up to 3.75 or 4 years where additional research training is required to address identified training needs.    
   
The award also includes a maintenance stipend to support living costs for the duration of the studentship (£21,805 per annum for 2026/27; the 2027/28 rate is subject to confirmation by UKRI).   
   
The NWSSDTP studentship is open to both Home and International applicants. All applicants are subject to the same assessment criteria and selection process. Successful applicants, whether Home or International, will receive a full award comprising a maintenance stipend and tuition fees at the standard UKRI Home fee rate. The University will waive the difference between the Home and International tuition fee rates for international applicants who are successfully awarded an NWSSDTP-funded studentship The Fee Difference Waiver UKRI-funded Studentship (International) - Keele University.   
   
Researchers have access to the NWSSDTP’s Research Training Support Grant (RTSG) to support research-related expenses, including conference attendance, research training courses, transcription and the purchase of books and other resources.


	Source of funding
	Economic and Social Research Council

	Eligibility criteria




	Applicants may apply for: 
1+3.5 studentship: funding for a Master's followed by a PhD.  
+3.5 studentship: funding for PhD only (applicants are expected to have completed recognised ESRC research training at Master's level). 
All applicants must hold a degree in any of the social sciences at undergraduate level.  

	Terms and conditions of studentship
	As per the University Code of Practice   
   
All successful applicants are required to meet the usual conditions for satisfactory progress in their doctoral studies. A failure to do so may result in the withdrawal of the studentship.   
Details about the UKRI’s terms and conditions are available here Terms and conditions for training funding – UKRI   


	Number of studentships available
	To be determined on a competitive basis.

	Application details
	We invite applicants to complete the ESRC Standard Studentship Competition for 2026/27 Expression of Interest Form – Fill in form by 5pm on 16 October 2026. 

All those thinking of applying for the studentship are encouraged to attend the 2027 Applicant’s Workshop run by the NWSSDTP (details to be released here How to Apply | North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership). A link to the 2026 workshop can be found here NWSSDTP Applicant Workshop for 2026 Entry.

All applicants are expected to contact a prospective supervisor prior to submitting a formal application to discuss their proposed research and determine whether appropriate supervision can be provided. Applicants may contact a prospective supervisor directly or approach the Pathway Representative using the contact details provided below, who can advise on supervisory arrangements.  

Details of academic staff and their research interests can be found here Our people - Keele University

If we have confirmed that appropriate supervision can be provided for your proposed research project, please submit a formal application via the following link: http://www.keele.ac.uk/pgresearch/studentships/    

Click the "Apply online here" button on the advert and quote ESRC_POL27 on your application. Failure to include the required reference may result in your application not being considered for submission to the competition.  

 Applications close on 5 pm on 2 November 2026 and must contain the following: 
· Two Letter-Head References (with written signature)
· Academic Transcripts and Certificates (interim will suffice)
· Research Proposal (maximum 5,000 words)
· Passport ID
· CV
· equal-opportunities-monitoring-form.docx
In some instances, you may be asked to supply:
· Evidence of English Language level (where applicable)
· A copy of your visa (where applicable)
All applicants must complete the nwssdtp-standard-studentship-application-form.docx by 5 pm on 22 February 2027.

	Closing date for applications
	Applications to Keele University close at 5 pm on 2 November 2026. 

	Contact for further information and to whom applications will be sent
	Dr Kathryn Simpson
Email: k.simpson@keele.ac.uk









Candidate profile

	
	Essential
	Desirable

	
Qualifications, Experience and Skills
	· An undergraduate degree in Politics, International Relations, or a related discipline.
· Strong knowledge of Politics and International Relations.
· Familiarity with political theories, international systems, and global governance structures.
	· A postgraduate qualification in Politics, International Relations, or a related discipline.
· Advanced knowledge of international diplomacy, conflict resolution, and political economy.
· Extensive familiarity with policy analysis, international law, and comparative politics.
· Significant experience in international organizations, think tanks, or governmental agencies.
· Experience in conducting political analysis, research, or working within political institutions.

	
Attitude and
Personality
	· Effective Communication Skills: Proficient in both oral and written communication, with strong presentation and training abilities.
· Interpersonal Skills: Excellent ability to interact and collaborate with others.
· Teamwork and Independence: Capable of working both independently and as part of a team on research programmes.
· Organisational Skills: Ability to initiate, plan, organise, implement, and deliver programmes of work efficiently.
· Adaptability and Willingness to Learn: Open to acquiring new skills and adapting to new challenges.

	



Keele University values diversity, and is committed to ensuring equality of opportunity. In support of these commitments, Keele University particularly welcomes applications from women and from individuals of black and ethnic minority backgrounds for this post. More information is available on these web pages: 
https://www.keele.ac.uk/equalitydiversity/ 
https://www.keele.ac.uk/athenaswan/  https://www.keele.ac. uk/raceequalitycharter/disabilityconfident/
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